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Sketch of the Life and Writings of Robert Burns. 


HIS ingenious perfon was born in the year 1759, near the 
town of Ayr, in the fouth part of Scotland. His father, 
William Burns, was originally a gardener, but afterwards rented 
a few acres of land for the fupport of his family. His farm did 
not fucceed—though, on his part, were exercifed the greateft in- 
duftry andeconomy. After a feries of misfortunes the poor 
man died of a broken heart in the year 1784—he was beloved 
by thofe who knew him for a ftri€ and undeviating integrity. 
The point of light in which Robert Burns viewed the me- 
mory of his father, may be feenin the beautiful piéture drawn 
in one of his poems of him and his family at their evening de- 
votions—it concludes with thefe foothing lines :— 


Then kneeling down to Heaven’s eternal King, 
The faint, the father, and the hufband prays, 
Hope fprings exulting on triumphant wing, 
That thus they all fhall meet in future days ; 
There ever bafk in uncreated rays, 
No more to figh or fhed the bitter tear, 
ee e ° , . 
Together hymning their Creator’s praife ; 
ee ° . 
In fuch fociety, yet {till more dear, 
While circling time moves round in an eternal {phere 


o 
. 


{?? 


The education of our poet was very fcanty—but the energy 
of his mind was difcernible even in the earlier periods of his life. 
About the age of fix or feven years he was committed to the care 
of a Mr. Murdoch, who paid his pupil every proper attention. 
His preceptor, lately, has given an account of this period, in a 
letter to a friend, out of which fhall be taken the following pa- 
ragraph.—“* Robert, and his younger brother Gilbert, had bear: 
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grounded a little in Englifh before they were put under my care, 
They both made a rapid progrefs in reading, and a tolerable pro. 
grefs in writing. In reading, dividing words into fyllables by 
rule, fpelling without book, parfing fentences, &c. Robert and 
Gilbert were generally at the upper end of the clafs, even when 
ranged with boys by far their feniors. The books moft com- 
monly ufed in the fchool were, the fpelling-book, the New 
Teftament, the Bible, Mafon’s Colleé&tion of Profe and Verfe, 
and Fifher’s Englifh Grammar. They committed to memory 
the hymns and other poems of that collection, with uncommon 
facility.” 

Soon after, in the year 1772, Mr. Murdoch was appointed to 
teach the Englihh {chool at Ayr—hither Robert came to increafe 
his knowledge, that he might have it in his power to teach his 
brothers and fiflers at home. He applied, it feems, with intenfe- 
nels to his learning, and was able to read alittle of Telemachus 
in the French language.— But,” fays Mr. Murdoch, “ now 
the plains of Mount Oliphant (his father’s farm), began to 
whiten, and Robert was fummoned to relinquifh the pleafing 
fcenes that furrounded the grotto of Calypfo, and, armed with a 
fickle, to feek glory by fignalizing himfelf in the fields of Ceres 
—and fo he did, for, although but about fifteen, I was told he 
performed the work of a man.” 

Thus Mr. Murdoch loft his promifing pupil, though he after- 
wards vifited the houfe of the father, and was thus the means of 
conveying incidental inftru€@tion. Of the old man, this refpeé- 
able tutor {peaks in terms of high refpe&t—his words are too 
remarkable to be omitted.—** I muft not pretend to give you a 
defcription of all the manly qualities, the rational and Chriftian 
virtues of the venerable William Burns. Time would fail me. 
I fhall only add, that he carefully praétifed every known duty, 
and avoided every thing that was inimical, or, in the Apoftle’s 
words—** Herein did he exercife himfelf, in living a life void 
of offence towards God and towards man.’ O for a world of 
men of fuch difpofitions! [have often wifhed, for the good of 
mankind, that it were as cullomary to honour and perpetuate the 
memory of thofe who excel in moral re&titude, as it is to extol 
what are called heroic aflions—then would the maufoleum of the 
friend of my youth overtop and furpafs moft of the monuments 
I fee in Weftminfter Abbey.”’ Mr. Murdoch then almoft im- 
mediately adds, “ Mr. Burns, in a fhort time, found that he had 
over-rated Mount Oliphant, and that he could not. rear his nu- 
merous family upon it. After being there fome vears, he removed 

to Lochlea, inthe parifh of Tarbolton, where, I believe, Robert 
wrote molt of his poems.” 

So far, therefore, Mr. Murdoch, his early _ preceptor, leads 
us—we muft now look to another quarter for furthes information. 
Robert, henceforwards, for fume time at leaft, laboured on the 
farm 
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farm with uncommon induftry ; but. thefe emplayments en- 
groffed not the whole of his attention. ~To ufe the elegant words 
of his biographer (Dr. Currie, of Liverpool), “ while the 
ploughfhare, under his guidance, pafled through the fward, or 
the grafs fell under the {weep of his fcythe, he was humming 
the fongs of his country, mufing on the deeds of ancient valour, 
or wrapt in the tllufions of fancy,as her inchantments rofe on his 
view. Happily, the Sunday is yeta fabbath, on which man and 
beaft reft from their labours. On this day, therefore, Burns 
could indulge in a free intercourfe with the charms of nature. 
It was his delight to wander alone on the banks of the Ayr, 
whofe ftream was now immortal, and to liften to the fong of the 
backbird at the clofe of the fummer’s day. But ftill greater was 
his pleafure, as he himfelf informs us, in walking on the theltered 
fide of awoodin a cloudy day, and hearing the ftorm_rave 
among the trees; and more elevated ftill his delight, to afcend 
fome eminence during the agitations of nature, to ftride along its 
fummit while the iightning flafhed around him, and amidft the 
howlings of the tempeft to apoftrophize the {pirit of the ftorm. 
Such fituatious, he declares moft favourable to devotion—* rapt 
in enthufiaim, I feem to afcend towards him who walks on the 
wings of the wind !”’ 

In the year 1741 we find the fubjeé&t of our biography at Ir- 
vine—whence he writes an excellent letter to his father, in which 
the views.of a future life are fpoken of with an affe&ting fenfibi- 
lity. On this circumftance Dr. Currie has this juft paragraph : 
— This letter, written feveral years before the publication of 
his poems, when his name was as obfcure as his condition was 
humble, difplays the philofophic melancholy which fo generally 
forms the poetical temperament, and that buoyant and ambitious 
fpirit, which indicates a mind confcious of its ftrength. At Ir- 
vine, Burns, at this time, poflefied a fingle room for a lodging, 
rented, perhaps, gt the rate of a fhilling aweek. He paffed his 
days in conitant Jabour, as a flax-dreffer; and his food confifted 
chiefly of oatmeal, fent to him from his father’s family ; the ftore 
of this humble, though wholefome nutriment, it appears was 
nearly exhaufled, and he was about to borrow till he fhould ob- 
tainafupply. Yet even in this fituation his aftive imagination 
had formed to itfelf piftures of eminence and diftin@ion. His 
defpair of making a figure in the world, fhews how ardently he 
wilhed for honourable fame, and his contempt of life, founded 
onthis defpair, is the genuine expreffion of a youthful and ge- 
nerous mind. In fucha ftate of refle&tion and of fuffering, the 
imagination of Burns naturally pafled the dark boundaries of 
our earthly horizon, and refted on thofe beautiful reprefentations 
of a better world, where there is neither thirft, nor hunger, nor 
forrow, and where happinefs hall be in proportion to the capa-. 
city of happinefs,” 
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In this letter Burns has thefe expreflions :—‘ It is for this 
reafon I am more pleafed with the 15th, 16th, and 17th verfes of 
the feventh chapter of the Revelations, than with any ten times 
as thany verfes in the whole Bible, and would not exchange the 
noble enthufiafm with which they infpire me for all that this 
world has to offer.” ‘It is greatly to be regretted that our bard 
did not adhere to thefe fentiments. 

Robert now became a member of .a little debating fociety in 
the village of Tarbolton, which he had formed with care and 
attention. Here his powers were exerted, and no doubt jm. 
proved. A few of their queftions thall be tranfcribed—Whe. 
ther do we derive more happinefs trom love or friendthip ? 
Whether between friends who have no reafon to doubt each 
other’s friendfhip, there fhould be any referve ? Whether is the 
favage man or the peafant ofa civilized country in the mof 
happy fituation ? Whether is a young man of the lower ranks 
of life likelieft tobe happy, who has got a good education, and 
his mind well informed, or he who has the education and infor. 
mation of thofe around him ? 

It was during this pertod that Burns wrote moft of his poems— 
in his own Circle he was known for his poetical talents, and 
drew no {mall admiration. He therefore refolved to extend his 
faine by the publication of his poems—and they met with a fa- 
vourable reception. 

At this junéture, however, and fearing the horrors of a jail, he 
had determined to emigrate to Jamaica, and was on the point of 
embarkation, when a kind letter from Dr. Blacklock kept him in 
his native country. To Edinburgh he went towards the latter 
end of the year 1786—and was received there by fome cele. 
brated charafters with marks of great attention. 

A new and enlarged edition of his poems were now publithed, 
and dedicated to the Caledonian Hunt, an affociation of the 
principal nobility and gentry of Scotland. In his prefatory ad- 
drefs occurs the following animated paragraph : 

“* I congratulate my country that the blood of her ancient 
heroes runs uncontaminated ; and that from your courage, know- 
ledge, and public [pirit, fhe may expeé prote@tion, wealth, and 
liberty. May corruption fhrink at your kindling indignant 
glance, and may tyranny in the ruler, and licentioufnefs in the 
people, find in you an inexorable foe !” 

The patronage which the poct received from this fociéty in: 
creafed the profits of the fale, and thus he was enabled to gratify 
himfelf in making atour through the country. 


(To be continued. ) 
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Account of the Iland of Alamagan, one of the Northern 
Mariannes. 


By Captain G. Bass. 


N the middle of 1799 I.paffed twenty-four hours upon Alas 

magan, one of the Ladrone or Marianne Iflands, and have 

fince read M. dela Péroufe’s uninviting defcriptioniof its barren 
neighbour Affumption. 

Ships.in want ot refrefhments from the fhore are fometimes 
palling thefe iflands on their way to China, but are perhaps un 
willing torun down to. leeward fo far as Tinian, to obtain them; 
fuch fhips might find the produétions of Alamagan: worth twelve 
hours detention. 

On the 27th of July, when the haze of the morning cleared 
away, we faw the ifland of Alamagan right a-head, bearing wef 
by north, diftant feven or eight leagues, The trade blew freth at 
north-eaft. 

The fky was very clear and bright, except that a lofty range 
of whitifh clouds, packed into. vaft bodies, occupying one-fifth 
of the horizon, extended itfelf from over the ifland. away to 
leeward.of it.as faras the eye could reach. Our furprife to find, 
upon approaching within three leagues of it, that this mafs of 
clouds was nothing more than fmoke iffuing from a volcano, be, 
came moderated by a previous knowledge of the volcanic nature 
of the Marianne Iflands. 

Our water was nearly expended, and we had yet arun of fe, 
veral days to China; it was determined, therefore, to attempt 
ee and try if Alamagan would afford us a frefh fup- 
ply. 

In rounding the north of the ifland, we paffed the volcano. It 
ftands clofe to the fea; a brown cone, in height perhaps five. hun. 
dred yards, with a bafe of about four hundred ; its apex is hid. 
den by the vaft body of thick fmoak that is continually hurry, 
ing up within it, and by detached portions, that, having efcaped 
from the violence of the main ftream, are gently impelled by a 
counter-current to fome diftance down the fides of the mount. | 

The fides are ftriated with the overflowings of black Iava,which, 
having marked their progrefs though a rich vegetation of cocoae 
nut trees, thew themfelves down upon the fhore, where they have 
entered the fea. 

On the weit or lee fide of the ifland the fhore bends into a 
kind of bay, where, as the trade blows in general fteadily fromthe 
eatward, fhips may ride in fecurity for as many hours as they 
could want to flay. TR®*bottom is, for the moll part, a foft 
clay; but patches of rock fo foft and rotten that they will break 
when aftrain is hove upon them, but yet fufliciently hard to rub 


the cables, lie {cattered about uponit. We anchored intwenty- 
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four fathoms, with the volcano bearing north 55 eaft ; the north. 
weft point of the bay north; the fouth-weft point fouth 30 wef; 
a quarter of a mile diftant from a low rugged bluff. The bank 
deepens off fuddenly. 

Alamagan is high enough to be feen twelve or fourteen leagues, 
It is lower acrofs the middle than at eitherend. A fet of angles 
that were taken gives its out-line fome refemblance to the figure 
of a billhook, and its circumference about twelve ‘miles. _ Its 
fhores are chifly rocky to windward, but in the bay to leeward 
there are two or three beaches. On one of thofe we landed, 
near the rugged bluff, without any difficulty ; and it feems pro. 
bable that landing will be found equally eafy at all times, if the 
the trade has been blowing fteadily or moderataly for fome days; 
but if a fhift of wind has lately happened, or, as we found ’it, if 
it is about to take place, the landing will. then become dangerous 
and impraéticable. Twenty-four hours after we anchored a 
fwell began to roll into the bay, and the furf began to break 
heavy upon the fhore; fo we embarked in the evening, ran out 
to fea, and early the next morning ‘the wind came light at wef, 
with a heavy {well from that quarter: On the following day it 
returned to north-eaft. 

We had not attained the obje& for which we touched at Ala. 
magan; there was no water to be found... But we had got as 
many cocoa-nuts as could be fhipped off in the time; a quantity 
that nearly filled up all the {pare room in the brig. Every one 
can judge of the value of fuch a fupply to any fickly fthip’s 
company that might pafs this way. They may be procured in 
any number, and, when the beach is fair, fhipped in as fhorta 
time as fuch bufinefs is ufually done in any place; for the trees 
grew clofe down even to to the very margin of the fea. 

Water might, no doubt, have been gotten by digging holes in 
the ground in fuch places as are well known to be favourable 
for this purpofe ; for the gullies thew that it fometimes runs‘in 
torrents. 

The afpeé&t of the lower parts of Alamagan is peculiarly in- 
viting, but the barren volcano occupies the north-weft part; 
and the high fouth and fouth-weft, though green, appear fle- 
rile. ‘ 

Were it not that fome patches of clay appear here and there, 
and efpecially upon that part which is the moft diftant from the 
volcano, one might fuppofe that the whole ifland had derived its 
origin from volcanic matters. Nothing feems for feveral years 
paft to have been ejeéted from the volcano to a greater diftance 
than about a mile and a half; for at that diftance the terraces of 
cinders are covered with black vegetable foil that produces trees 
and other vegetation as large as any upon the ifland; and the 
nature of thefe elevations would not at once be readily difco- 
verable, but that their fides being too fleep to allow any buta 
) {mall 
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{mall quantity of foil to lodge there, parts of the lumps of cin- 
ders are left expofed to view. Approaching nearer to the vol- 
cano we meet with feveral lumps of cinders, of three or four 
acres in extent, flat and level enough to be walked over, after 
having taken the pains to clamber up eight or ten feet to gain 
their top. On moft of thefe there is not the fmalleft incipient 
vegetation. Nearer ftill to the bafe of the {moking mount, it is 
extremely painful and difficult to pafs along, for the heaps of 
cinders become more rugged, and more perplexing to mount and 
defcend. Here a hollow rumbling noife is heard occafionally 
from within the mountain, as if fome large body had fallen by 
leaps froma great height there; and I obferved, as I each time 
involuntarily turned up my eyes towards its fummit, that every 
grumbling produced a temporary increafe of {moke, fo that the 
crater feemed {carcely large enough to let it pafs through. 

The ftreams of liquid matter feem to have run over on that fide 
of the crater next the fea ; none appearing on the land fide. 

I thall judge from the appearance of this volcano, that it is 
preparing itfelf for fome new eruption; but it is probable that 
amidft the folitude of the Mariannes this grand operation of na- 
ture will pafs on unfeen and unheeded by man. 

The lower parts ot the ifland are, forthe mof part, covered 
with trees of a dark luxuriant foliage: none feem to be more 
lofty than the talleft of the cocoa-nuts. . They in general grow fo 
far afunder that there is no difhfculty in pafling between them, 
and their clofed foliage above perfeétly excludes the rays of the 
fun. The ground is a moift black foil, ftiewed over with leaves 
and other decaying {mall vegetation, foft and cooling to the foot 
in the heat of the day. Neither grafs nor underwood grow in 
thefe places. 

Some few open {pots, without trees or fhrubs of any kind, 

produce a thick coat of long grafs; but the foil is hard and fto.. 
ney. Other open places of a. larger extent grow clofe patches 
of a kind of {mall fugar-cane. 
_ The moft plentiful, as well as the beft, produétion of the ifland 
is Cocoa-nuts; they are in uncommon abundance, and grow in 
clumps chiefly near the fhores clofe down tothe beaches. Trees 
fomewhat refembling the pines about Port Jackfon, in New 
Holland, are very numerous: they bear a {mall cone, and grow 
tall and ftraight to the height of thirty or forty feet. 

A valuable fupply of the fruit'of the papau tree might be 
gathered about the middle of Auguft. The flavour of thofe we 
plucked in the latter end of July was extremely fine, aad their 
fize was large. 

One bread-fruit-tree was met with, and a fmall unrip> fruit 
was taken from it; and alfo two {mall banana-trces, whofe fruit 
was {mall and unripe. 

There 
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There are feveral kinds of ftone-fruits, whofe tafle may pro. 
bably be agreeable when they are ripe. 

The melléra or bread-tree of the Nicobar Iflands is very 
common. 

We faw no quadrupeds except green-tailed lizards; Land 
crabs run about in great numbers. They are very large, will 
weigh two or two pounds and half. They flocked round our fire 
at night, and f{peedily afforded us a good fupport. 

Five years ago, the Rev. Mr. Howell, commander of the brig 
Wathington, put a Sandwich-Ifland boar and two fows on fhore 
in the bay where we landed; but we could find no traces of 
them, unlefs we were deceived in what we took to be the {eratch- 
ings of land crabs. If they have perifhed, it muft have been 
for want of water. 

Large partridges are numerous under the fhades, and are eafily 
fhot. Quails were found in the open grafly places. We faw 
alfo owls, thrufhes, bullfinches, pigeons, and heard delighiful 
notes from a bird which we did not fee. 

There are few mofquitoes, or other troublefome flier. 

The latitude of Alamagan is 18° 05’ north, its longitude by 
lunars brought on 146° 47’ eaft. The variation of the compals 
is 44° eaft. The tide rifes fomewhere about trom five to feven 
feet, but the time of its flowing at the full and: change’ was no 
obferved. 





An ANECDOTE. 
ETER the Great, after having brought the Swedith war to 


a glorious conclufion, determined to avail himfelf of the 
troubles im Perfia, and'to march againft the Sophy. He difco- 
vered his defign to none but the Emprefs, and his favourite, 
Menchicoff, with whom he was quite alone. “* I have‘entrufted 
my fecret’’ faid he, “ to none but you, and forbid you'to {peak 
of it toany one.” Some days after, bemg alone with one of his 
dentcht chicks, and meditating on the means of executing his 
great defign with fuccefs, he afked if there were any news: 
“ None, Sire, except that weare going to march againft the Per- 
fians.””  “* What,” replied the Emperor, with  furprizé, 
** March againil the Perfians! Tell me, immediately, from whom 
you had that ialfity !’—‘‘ From the Emprefs’s parrot, Sire; | 
heard it yefterday, while I- was in the anti-chamber, repeat feve- 
ral times, Zi Perf padiom; we will march into Perfia.” Peter 
fent immediately for Prince Menchicoff to attend him to the 
apartment of the Emprefs, and told them both, that as the fecret 
he had entrufted to them was divulged, he infifted on knowing 
to whoin they had mentioned it. Catharine and Menchic 
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protefted they had not opened their mouths onthe fubje&t. The 
Czar, convinced of their innocence, turned towards the parrot. 

* Here,” faid he, “ is the traitor ; 1t was one of my dentcht 
chicks who told me. In our converfation we frequently faid, 
we will march into Perfia, and the rogue has remembered and 
repeatedit. You muft remove him from your apartment,” added 
heto the Emprefs, laughing, ‘ for it is neceflary that we fhould 
be on our guard both againft traitors and babblers.” 





WANTED, A CONVENIENT SICKNESS, 


Mr. PRINTER, 

BSERVING your polite attentions to the requefls of our 

fex, we are encouraged to afk your advice, or that of fome 
of your correfpondents, in a matter of great and ferious im- 
portance, not only to us but perchance toa confiderable propor- 
tion of our fifterhood. 

We prefume, Sir, that you are not ignorant that the time is 
fat approaching, when the metropolis becomes fo unhealthy, 
that every inhabitant, who can afford it, is feized with fome 
alarming complaint, which can be remedied only by a refidence 
of twoor three months at Brighton, Margate, or Ramfgate, of 
fome other of the marine hofpitals, and fea-fide difpénfaries. 
Now Sir, be it known to you, that the feafon before laft, we 
contrived about the latter end of the prefent month, to form 
fome very bad coughs, efpecially in the morning, becaufe the 
doftors fay that isthe moft alarming time: and I affure you, 
Sir, we managed matters fo well, that it would have raifed your 
pity to have feen and heard us tearing our precious lungs out in 
a chorus, to work upon the feelings of Papa, whoat length con- 
fented that we fhould go to Margate; and I proteft to you, Sir, 
that before we reached Blackheath, our coughs were confiderably 
abated, and fcarce a remnant left when we fat dow’ to dinner at 
Canterbury. Occafional relapfes, however, were found expe- 
dient, efpecially in the poftfcript of our Ictters, in order to keep 
us at Margate for about three months, when the cold weather 
coming on, it was not worth while to be ill any longer. 

Laft year, as we did not wifh to make our cough annual, we 
changed it for a tightne/s about the cheft, and lofs of appetite, 
particularly when Papa was at the fame table with us, and by 
the afliftance of a friendly apothecary, we prevailed upon him 
to try what the air and bathing at Brighton would do. I need 
nottell you thattheremedy was effeétual, although gradual. Some 
manceuvring was neceflary here, for as he kept a pretty clofe 
eye upon us, we were obliged to preferve our want of appetite 
with confiderable care, by means of fome private luncheons, 
and with fome pains we provided ourfelyes with a very alarming 


Vor. XXXVII. oe Shortnefs 
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Shortnefs of breath during the fall feafon, after which our com. 
plaints went away with the genteel part of the company, and we 
were content to follow. There is no comfort at thefe places 
unlefs they be quite full, and every thing inconvenient; nor 
can any one fleep quietly on beds that are as eafy to be procured 
as at home. $ 

But now, Sir, comes our difficulty, and here we earneftly de. 
mand your advice, or that of your correfpondents, as to what 
complaint we fhall rear this year. The time is at hand, and we 
fnuft begin direfily, that we may be ill enough for the prime part 
of the feafon. It would be aukward, and perhaps a little fuf- 
picious, to have another cough, and it was really very trouble. 
fome, and ufed to make our faces red, which is very fhocking. 
Want of appetite, too, is very difagreeable to people in perfeé 
health, and atightneis of the cheft, though a very defirable 
complaint otherwife, would oblige us to give up our mufic, for 
we are all fingers, and the new lady at the opera promifes to keep 
us employed for fome time in excelling her. Can any of your 
correipondents fuggell a clever complaint, fomething pretty 
ealy, that we can manage for an hour or fo, when Papa is in one 
of his fond fits ? I was looking into Buchan, but I can’t find 
any thing but fevers, that would be dete&ted in a moment, and 
gouts and dropfies, which would be abominably vulgar, and only 
fit for old fograms ; I have fome notion of a nervous diforder. 
What think you of a decent tremulation, ftarting wildly atthe 
flamming of a door—letting fall one of our beft china cups now 
and then—a few faintings, when there is no manner of occafion— 
fome fevere head-achs, with an occafional {pafm or two, juft by 
way of interlude, and properly introduced. Thefe things 
I know are common, and I dare fay have often been fuccefsful 
in cafes like our’s, but the misfortune is, none of us have ever 
tried them, and it would look very fufpicious, if we were all to 
be nervous at onc time; and what is more, at prefent, upon 
looking into she glafs, I really don’t think they would tally with 
our complexions, which indicate not only perfect, but I am 
fhocked to add, vulgar, robuft health, and far better red and 
white than they fell in the fhops. 

Do therefore, good Sir, print this, and let me fee what your 
correfpondents will advife. Papa is gone from home for a 
month, and you may perceive how convenient it would be, if 
we could contrive to be almoft too far gone betore he returns. 

iam, Su, 
For felf and fitters, 
Your humble fervant, 
KITTY SLYBOOTS. 
City-fiade of Temple Bar, May 18, 1801, 


rs) 


P.S. Mama is on our fide, and contrives to fall away pro- 
’ 
digioufly, aud there is not a maiden aunt in the family. 
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DESCRIPTION of the DANISH DOG. 


HIS is the largeft of dogs, and is of ftronger make than the 
greyhound. Buffon mentions his having feen only one of 
thefe ; that when fitting, was about five feet high. Such perhaps 
were the dogs of Epirus, mentioned by Ariftotle, and thofe of 
Albania, the modern Schirwan, or Eaft Georgia, fo beautifully 
deferibed by Pliny, of which the following is atranflation : 
While Alexander the Great was on his march to India, the 
King of Albania {ent him one (viz. a dog) of unufual bignefs as 
a prefent. Delighted with his appearance, he ordered bears, then 
wild boars, and laft of all, deer, to be turned out loofe before 
him. The dog, through contempt of fuch game, lay ftill with- 
out feeming to take the ieaft notice of them. That high {pirited 
Prince, provoked at fuch indolence in a creature of fuch fize, 
ordered him to be put to death. Fame carried the news to the 
King. Therefore {ending hima fecond, he added this meffage, 
that he fhould not wiih totry him on fmall beafts, but on a lion 
or an elephant ; that he had only two ; that if this were flain, he 
fhould have none left. Alexander did not delay, and foon faw a 
lion quite overpowered. Then he ordered an elephant to be 
brought, and wes never more entertained with any fight. Brnft- 
ling up all his hair over his whole body, he opened upon him 
witha bark like a peal of thunder. Inftantly he begins the at. 
tack, rifing againft the elephant, now on this fide, now on that, 
with artful combat, attacking or retreating, as he faw it neceflary, 
till, by continually wheeling round, heat laft bronght him to the 
ie the earth being greatly fhaken all around by his weighty 
all. 








ON EXTORTION, 


By the late Hon. D. Barrincrown. 


HE eftablifhment of purveyors in England, and in every 
part of Europe, arofe from the fame caufe—the want of 
regular and well fupplied markets. Eadmerus informs us, that 
inthe time of Henry the Firht, the peafants and farmers, when 
they heard of the King’s approach, deferted their houfes. 
Afcham complains, ina letter to the then Chancellor, of a moft 
wanton inflance of oppreflion in the King’s purveyors of fifh. 
The Prefident of Chefter-Houfe, in Cambridge, had a‘favourite 
pad, which he ufed for the recovery of his health; no other 
horfe would fatisfy the purveyor, though many were grazing in 

the fame field. 
Lady Mary Wortley Montague takes notice, that in Turkey, 
when the purveyors have rifled every thing from the aa 

r 2 then 
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then make the owner pay a fecond tax for the detriment which 
the officers’ teeth may have been {uppofed to have fuffered by the 
eating of what they have beture injuriouily extorted ; and thisis 
called tooth money. 

There is a very {pirited fpeech of Lord Bacon’s againft the 
abufes of thefe officers, in which he mentions, that after the pur- 
veyor had agreed to give the price of the goods he wanted, he 
infifted on a deduétion before he would pay the King’s debts. 
Sir E, Coke in his 12th Rep. fuppofes purveyance fo effential 
and inherent a prerogative in the King, that an Att of Parliament 
to take it away is void, 





Subftance of the moftin interefling Parts of the Travels of C. Ff. 
Damberger, a German, through the interior Parts of Afrua, 
from the Cape of Good Hope to Morocco, between the Years 
i781 and 1797. 


[Continued from Page 406.]} 


HE defcription of Angola here given appears to be intereft- 
ing. Itisas follows The kingdom of Angola is four- 
teen days‘journey in length from eaft to weft, and ten days jour- 
ney from north to fouth. The country is interfe€ted by anum- 
ber of rivulets; and the large river Bambo, which to the north 
divides it from the kingdom of Congo, waters and fertilizes with 
its numerous arms the adjoining traéts. Fruitful vallies and ex- 
cellent pafture-grounds, which alternately fucceed to mountains 
and naked rocks, feem to invite the hand of the cultivator, and 
promife a rich return for his labour; but the natives are too in- 
dolent to improve the advantages which nature has beftowed, 
To the eaft, Angola borders on the kingdom of Matamba ; tothe 
fouth, on Bengula and Sova ; and tothe welt, on the fea. 

Angola produces faltpetre, filver, tin, and ivory, which the 
Portugueze endeavour to obtain from the natives, in exchange 
for European commmodities, They likewife purchafe here a 
number of fkins.. The whole country abounds with various 
kinds of wild animals, whencethe inhabitants derive the means 
of fubfiftence without much trouble, and therefore negleét the 
breeding of cattle, The elephant and rhinoceros are here, as it 
were, at home, whole herds of them being frequently feen. 

The kings of Angola were formerly dependent upon the 
kings of Conga : but the pref nt fovereign has freed himfelf 
from that ftate of vaflalage, and thereby gained the efleem and 
affe@tions of his fubjeéis to fac h a degree, “that even, women and 
children-take up arms, whenever wae is declared againft him, 
His retinue of flate ree ye of tweaty mani’s, fifty priefts, and 
a body-guard of two hundred and fifty foldicrs, arined with fires 
Jocks, 
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locks, which were taken from the Portugueze in 1763; and in 
the ufe of which they are very expert. The fuperintendance of 
every town is committed to two mant’s, and that of every village 
to one mani; but thefe inferior judges cannot give a final decie 
fion in any cafe, but muft make a report thereof to the king. 
When I faw him, the king was about thirty-fix years of age; 
his drefs confifted of a pair of blue trowfers, and a fcarlet cloak 
of very coarfe cloth. He isan enemy tothe Portugueze, and 
confequently to all Chriftians, and therefore he reftriéted, by va- 
rious means, the free trade which they formerly enjoyed with his 
fubjeéts, and feems only to wait for a favourable opportunity to 
refufe them admittance into his dominions. The military force 
confifls of thirty thoufand well-difciplined foot foldiers; but as 
there are few horfes in the country, and the many wild beafts 
prevent their increafe, the king keeps no cavalry, Buffaloes are 
ufed to.carry the heavy baggage of the army. 

“ The king ufually gives audience in the open air, fur- 
rounded by his body-guard ; the officers ftand behind him with 
drawn {fwords. Thefe he flyles fidolgos, (faithful attendants), 
and the guards mocarani, (molt excellent foldiers), although they 
never take the field againft an enemy. The priefts, called 
evanga, are wext in rank to the king; and next to them is the 
Tambocado, a kind of fuperior judge, to whom the reports of 
cafes from the inferior judges or mani’s are committed for re-ex- 
amination: after which he, either himfelf, or through the me- 
dium of the priefts, lays them before the king for his final deci- 
fion. 

“ The inhabitants of Angola do not adore idols; but worfhip 
the fun and moon. Every time the moon enters into a new 
quarter a day of reit is celebrated, on which no one is allowed to 
goahunting. Faft days are ufually appointed when thunder. 
ftorms arife; for they then fay—** The great Lord is angry :” 
and on {uch occafions they abftain from all food, and efpecially 
when it thunders in the night, leave their huts, and profirate 
themfelves with their faces tothe ground, till the ftorm ceafes, 
The harveft-feaft, which laits three days, is celebrated with the 
utmoft folemnity. Though they are heathens, yet circumcifion 
is praétifed among them as a religious rite; they have likewife 
huts appropriated to the celebration of divine worfhip, and af- 
femble there on days appointed by the priefts. 

" Their domeftic economy is very fimple; and though nature 
has amply provided for them various kinds of animals and 
fruits, they are remarkably temperate intheir dict. Agriculture 
is practifed only in a few places, where they fow a kind of 
millet, barley, and Indian corn; the gourds and water-melons 
produced here are excellent. Mufcles are reckoned a great 
dainty : fo fond are fome of the Angolans of that {pecies of 
fhell-fith, that they will travel for miles in fearch of them. 

* Marriage 
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** Marriage is folemnized with various ceremonies : the bride 
and bridegroom feat themfelves on the ground ; the prieft then 
bleffes them with certain formulas which no ene underftands, and 
then walks round them with:a ftick in his hand, and drives away 
the evil fpirits. After this the family -kindles a fire, and the 
prieft’s ftick is burnt to afhes, which are mixed with milk, 
blefled by the prieft, and fwallowed by the bride and bride. 
groom. This they think promotes fecundity, and keeps of 
many evils. Polygamy is permitted and is very common; but 
divorces are not allowed by their laws; many of the women, 
however, are forced by ill ufageto leave their hufbands. The 
ehildren are educated with great care, being inftruéted by the 
prieft in reading, writing, and the laws and religion of their 
country. Inftead of paper, they ufe {kins covered with fat and 
foot ; and a fharp-pointed bone fupplies the place of a pen. 
The priefts ufually mftrué their fcholars in the open air: and J 
ebferved that the children were much more attentive here, than 
they generally are in the European [chools. The boys all be. 
long to the king, who caufes them, when arrived at the proper 
age to be trained to the ufe of arms; and in return grants a cer- 
tain remuneration to their fathers, as, for example, every one who 
furnrlhhes a full-grown fon to the king, is maintained one year 
free of all expences. To enable the king to defray this heavy 
charge, athird part of the produce of the chace, of all cultivated 
fields, and of all fpoil, which is obtained by any other means, be- 
longs to him. 

““ Astotheir drefs—fome wear only aprons made of palm. 
leaves ; others add to this, an alh-grey cloak of coarfe cloth or 
linen, which they purchafe from the Portugueze ; and others 
wear on their back the fkins of animals: Their hair is hort and 
curly ; and they ornament it with mufcle-fhells, or with beads, 
and other trinkets, which they obtain from the Portugueze. 
Their cheeks they paint blue or red. They never cut their 
nails; and therefore fome of them, who wifh to fhine as peci- 
liarly fafhionable, carefully preferve the nails of their fingers 
from all accidents that might break them: and the nails of fuch 
may almoft be miftaken for the claws of an eagle. 

“ Towards natives of Africa they are very hofpitable, but 
will not give a night’s lodging toa Chriftian. Indeed it is with 
great reluétance that they permit Chriftians to come into the 
country, and therefore they convey to the Portugueze, on the 
back of buffaloes, fuch commodities as they with to barter for 
European goods, and bring back what they receive in exchange. 
From the Portugueze factories at Soanda and Gambamba, depu- 
ties are fent twice every year to Manpango, the refidence of the 
king, to endeavour to pacify him in fome meafure; as he 1s 
greatly incenfed againit them, for kidnapping fo many of bis 
fubjeéts, and making flaves of them, Should the projetle 
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alliance with the king of Mataman take place, it is not unlikely 
that the Portugueze would ftill meet with the fame fate that befell 
them in Japan. 5 ’ : 

“ Qn the 16th I informed the mani that I withed to purfue my 
journey ; but he told me, that I muft not depart till I had ob- 
tained permiffion from the king to travel through his dominions. 
On my peremptorily declaring that I would not turn back, and 
that 1 was under the neceflity of pafling through this eountry, 
he ordered four men to efcort me to the refidence-town, that the 
king himfelf might have.an opportunity of feeing me. 

(To be continued.) 





THE FRAGMENT. 


Have ioft my lamb, faid the farmer, as he fat weeping on the 

bank—and it was all thou hadft ?—Alas, fays he, my flecks 
bleat on yonder piain—but I fhall lead them no more to the up- 
iands in the winter, or drive them to the vale in fummer—ihey 
will fee their mafter no more—another’s voice muft call them to 
their paftures, and another’s hand muft fold them inthe evening, 
for I have loft my lamb, and my ftrength fails me. 

Gentle flranger, if I breathe my laft in your prefence, fuffer 
not the raven to prey on my cold remains, but let the turf cover 
me—and may Heaven inats mercy, fhield the heart of my poor 
devoted child from knowing that her misfortune and difgrace 
have broken the heart of her father.—It is then a daughter thou 
haft loft; it is a darling child whom thou feekeft >—Alas !—in- 
deed faid the farmer, the flower of the valley was not fo fair, nor 
the honey fuckle fo {weet, nor the dove more innocent than Marg 
—nor, continued he, raifing his voice—the wolf more favage 
than the monfter who bore her away from me. But he is rich— 
thefe plains call him mafter—and I have only tears to confole 
me. My fon fell in the front of the battle, nobly fighting for 
his country, or the fpoiler of innocence fhould have felt the 
vigour of his arm; he fhould have revenged a filler’s wrongs— 
but I am weak, my voice is weak, but it will afcend to Heaven; 
tothe eternal jullice of the Deity I commit my caufe; and if 
thefe fhould be my faft words—and they were indeed, for his 
venerable form funk in death, and I called on the villagers to 
bear his corpfe to the cottage.— 





REFLECTIONS, 


By the late Rozert Burns. 


. . . 

TILL there are two great pillars that bear us up amid the 

wreck of misfortune and mifery. The one is compofed of 
the 
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the different modifications of a certain noble flubborn fomething 
in man, known by the names of courage, fortitude, magnanimity. 
The other is made up of thefe feelings and fentiments which 
however the {ceptic may deny them, or the enthufiaft disfigure 
them, are yet, I am convinced, original and component parts of 
the human foul, thofe fenfes of the mind, if I may be allowed 
the expreffion, which conne& us with, and link us to thofe avwfyl 
ebfcure realities, an all-powerful and equally beneficent God, 
and a world to come beyond death andthe grave! The firft gives 
the nerve of combat while a ray of hope beams on the fieldthe 
Jaft pours the balm of comfort into the wound which time can 
never cure. 





“ Tell us, ye dead, 
“* Will none of you in pity difclofe the fecret, 
** What ’tis you are, and we mutt fhortly be ?” 


A thoufand times have I made this apoftrophe to the departed 
fens of men, but not one of them has ever thought fit to anfwer 
the queflion. “ O that fome courteous ghoft would blab jit 
out!’ but it cannot be; you and I, my friend, muft make the 
experiment by ourfelves and for ourfelves. However, I am fo 
convinced that an unfhaken faith in the doétrines of religion is 
not only neceilary, by making us better men, but alfo by making 
vs happier men, that I thal! take every care that your little god. 
fon, and every hutle creature that fhall call me father, fhall be 
taught them. So ends this heterogenous letter, written at this 
wild place of the world, (Annan Water Foot, Aug. 22, 1792, 
in the intervals of my Jabour of difcharging a veffel of rum 
from Antigua. 





This world of our’s, notwithitanding it has many things in it, 
yet it has ever had this curfe, that two or three people who would 
be the happier the oftener they met together, are almoft, without 
exception, always fo placed as never to meet but once or twice 
a year, which, confidering the few years of a man’s life, is avery 
great evil under the fun, which I do not recollect that Solomon 
bas mentioned in his catalogue of the miferies of man. I hope, 
and believe, that there is a ftate of exiflence beyond the grave, 
where the worthy of this life will renew their former intimacies, 
with this endearing addition, that we meet to part no more! 


Alas, Madam ! who would wifh for many years! What 1st 
but to drag exiflence until our jovs gradually expire and leaveus 
in a night of mifery—'ike the gloom, which blots out the ftass 
one by one from the face of night, and leaves us without a Jay 
of comfort inthe howling watfte ! 
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An ANECDOTE. 


HE brave Sir Ralph Abercromby, whofe lofs we all fo 
juftly deplore, after having his horfe fhot from under him, 
was attacked by a young French dragéon, who was alfo difs 
mounted, fword in hand, whom, however, he completely fub- 
dued and difarmed. Another Frenchman at this inftant came up 
to the afliftance of the young man, and would haveput Sir Ralph 
to death, but for a foldier of the 42d regiment, who run the af- 
failant through the body. Sir Ralph then mounted another 
horfe, and fhortly after received a fhot in the thick part of the 
thigh. He continued, however, to ride about during the re- 
mainder of the a€tion, which continued upwards of two hours 
from that time. His Aid-de-Camp faid to him, “ Sir, I am afraid 
you are touched.” ‘‘ Oh, no,” replied the gallant veteran, 
** nothing but a mere fcratch.”” A length he prevailed upon 
him to difmount, when he found his leg fo ftiff that he could 
hardly get it off the horfe. The heroic chief was then put into 
a blanket, and carried down tothe Lake, where he was put info 
a boat, and conveyed on board the Foudroyant. 
Our readers will find in laft week’s Entertainer General Huta 
chinfon’s elegant token of refpeét to the memory of this re 
vered and much Jamented officer. 





Anfwer, by James Chivers, of St, Auftle, to T. Warring’s Quefs 
tion, inferted Februry 16, 


ET aand b exprefs the {pecific gravities of the ingredients, 
c—the weight of the compound = 100]b. d= its {peci- 
fic gravity—=7842; then if z exprefles the weight of the in- 


gredient whofe {pecific gravity is a,c——z will be that whofe 
Zz c—Z 


~ will be the weights loft in the 





fyecific gravity isb; and—, 
a 


c 
fluid, and 7 that of the mixture,-which muft be equal to the fum 


zz c—zc 
of the former. Hence —-+ = —; and therefore z == 
a b d 





—_——> 
a lobed 
rare. a general theorem for z. Hence it appears that there 
48 Tb. of tin in the mixture, and 35,7-+lb. of copper very 
nearly. 


Ga We have received the like anfwer from P. Nionis, of St. Auftell; and 
J. Ninnis, of St. Agnes. 


Vor. XXXVII. 3 U Anfwer, 
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Anfwer, by W. England, of Lyme, to G. England's Enigma, in, 
Serted March 16, 


4 ELL SUPERSTITION’s your enigma’s theme, 


It of your meaning now I rightly deem. 


Co Similar. anfiwers have been received from P. Niniiis, of St. Auftell; and 
J. Nibnis, of St.Agnes. 





Anfwer, by F. Squance, of Exeter,to E, Moon’s Charade, in, 
Jerted March 23. 


HE parts combin’d I fay to you, 
FORTNIGHT’s the time ’twill biting to view. 


tt We have received the like anfwer ffom W. Bickhain, jus. oF Afhbur. 
ton; Serjeant Ath, of the Pxnfinfler Volantcers; Jolin Sihith, L.A. and 
T. Whicker, of Exerer; Philo. of Teignmouth; W.. England, of Lyme; 
P. Sellick, jun. and T, Webber, jun. of Tivergon; and George Coulman, of 
Broadhempfion. 





A CHARADE, by W. Harris, Jun. of Exéter, 


Y firft is a term that’s us’d to ex prefs 
An evafton, impofture, or cheat ; 
My next may be feen any where on the coatt, 
And o’er it the rough furges beat. 
My whole you will find in the arms of the nation, 
Hath lately obtain’d aconfpicuous ftation. 





A REBUS, by L. H. of Exeter. 


HEN man for riches doth contend, 
And bend his vént’rous way, 
Oft to my firft his courfe defcends, 
Hid'from the Fight of day. 
There finds a fubftance of much worth, 
When purified by fire ; 
Congenial to its mother’earth, 
And yields to his defire. 
Now to this treafure add a part 
Of man, bird, beak, or reptile; 
The feat of wildom, not the heart 
Of Clirihtian, Jew, or Gentile. 
The two when join’d will indicate 
A place, O gentle flranger ! 
here many go, ltrange to relate, 
For plealure, feeking danger. 
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As Invocation to Peace: Occafoned by a faint Gleam or Probability of its 


Return with the Return of Spring. 


! Let me, with the genial fpring, 
Invoke thee, peace! with healing wing + 
While hills and vallies gaily fmile, 
Return, and biefls this favonr’d ifle. 
Come, thy accuftom’d pleafures ihed, 
Which long from Europe’s fields have fled, 
‘ Then may we hope, ‘the fraitfal plain, 
(No longer ‘rerking with che flam) 
Oncemore fhall glad the peafant's eye, 
And plenty for our wants fupply. 
Again the renovating year 
With joy ‘our drooping hearts {hall chears 
Again fhall notes of mufic found, 
And mirth within ‘our vales be found, 
Ab! long, too long, the god of war, 
With haggard looks, ‘and blood-ftain'd cur, 
Has (courg’d the nations in his tre, ' 
Spreading difeafe, ‘and want, end fire : 
Has rioted on human gore, : 
And. thander’d death from every Thore; 
E’en now, creation whifpers peace, 
With mortals too let‘difcord ceafe ; 
And, the black age of tumult'paft, 
Come univerfal peace at laft! 
*Tis promis’d by that’God ‘above, 
Whofe name, whofe nature, all-ts love ; 
The day, the happy day fhall’be, 
Whea men"thall hive in ‘harmony > 
That tons with the lamb fhall raqge, 
And fwords to hooks and ploogh-thares change : 
When focial blifs 'o’eralt (hall reign, 
‘And‘friendfhip be the only chain: 
Many fuppofe this feafon near, , 
O would Milleniam foon appear? 
But fet me check the pleafing thought, 
The world is yet with rancour fraught: 
And rather Tet me pafs my time 
Like one who feeks a happier clime ; 
Leaft dilappintment clouds the way, 
Which Tedds to univerfal day ! 


Plymouth, April 27, 1801. 





EPITAPH, on 2a BELOVED WIEE., 


AS fhe was orice, few of her fex you'll fee; 
‘As ‘the is tow, the fairéft maid fhall be; 


She 
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She liv’d to die ; who, dying, yet thall live, 
While honour, wit, or gratitude furvive. 

Her eyes on every eye diffus’d delight, 

And nothing bat her goodnef{s fhone more bright ; 
Beauty to virtue fmil’d a foft’ning grace, 

And virtue gave new beauty to her face. 

She prais’d all worth, unconfcious of her own, 
And thought with fo much merit fhe had none. 
Her ufe of books th’ intent of reading fhow’d, 
Beyond the clofet pra@tically good. 

Her life for living was the jufleft plan, 

She charm’d as woman, and fhe thought as man. 


Fair reader learn! perfeGtion is deny’d 
To the mofk fair! for lo! Emilia dy’d. 
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ODE on our late NAVAL ACHIEVEMENT at COPENHAGEN, 


ENIUS of Albion, ftill.’tis thine 
To wield the {ceptre of the main; 
Ev’n tho’ the embattled world combine 
To wreft it, the attempt proves vain. 
Firm as an adamantine rock, 
Thy naval prowels meets the fhock, 
Aod burls, indignant, the recoiling blow, 


Aim’d at thy envied head, on the confounded foe. 


Thy valiant tars no dangers dread; 
Still prompt to fly where.glory calls, 
The canvas wing they proudly ipread, 
That watts along thy wooden walls: 
Nor caftled freight, nor buoylefs thoal, 
Their dauotlefs ardour can controul ; 
Nor thund’ ring batt’ries, whofe tremendous roar 
Ev’n thakes the folid frame of the refounding fhore. 


O’er the wide furface of the globe, 
Under each pole, bencath each zonc, 
To realms of ev’ry hue and robe, 
Thy maritime renown is known. 
The trembling caft, the humbled weft, 
Have oft thy matchlefs might confefs’d ; 
And foon the truant north again fhall melt 
To mildnefs, fince her fons have Nelfon's vengeance felt. 


Yet fill the foal of pity fhrinks 
When the dread ftroke ev’n juftice deals; 
Upon the widow’s woes fhe thio 
On all the baplefs orphan feels. 
Amid the triumphs of the brave 
Death’s fable flag is feen to wave; 
And dire misfortune mingles ber alloy, . 
To damp, in many a heart, the caufe of general joy ! 










** ‘Phat ca 
** And thro’ the world, friend Dick, you'll find, 
*: Gold is the idol of mankind.” 


Se ?-@ 2 A mM 


AYS Dick to Mofes (with a laugh) 

** Your anceflors ador’d a calf !’’ 
** Trac,” quoth the Jew; ‘* but thenwe’re told, 
iq was made of /olid gold; 
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